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In This Edition: 

 SPP staff, members developing response to 
FERC order 

 Marketplace participants wrapping up MCST 
testing 

 SPP puts on Marketplace education forum for 
footprint’s regulatory staff 

Key Dates: 

 November 30, 2012: Update Engagement 
Reporting Dashboard 

 December 10, 2012: Publish Market Trials 
Structured/Unstructured Approach 

 December 15, 2012: Publish Integrated 
Marketplace Modeling Approach 

The latest from the Marketplace workstreams: Markets and TCR API Specs, Market 
Trials materials 

Updated Market Systems API 
specifications – addressing 
approved MPRRs, discrepancies 
discovered in testing, and 
documentation improvements – 
have been posted for review in 
the Market Systems folder. 
Contact the Markets 
workstream with any questions. 

The TCR workstream has 
updated and posted for review 
its API specifications to address 
defects and design 
improvements. Contact the TCR 
workstream with any questions. 

The Market Trials workstream 
has posted an updated Market 
Trials Connectivity Test Market 
Participant Guide and other 
documents to its project folder 
for use by Market Trials 
liaisons during Connectivity 
Testing. 

 

SPP staff, members developing response to FERC order 

When the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) gave its conditional approval to the Integrated 
Marketplace October 18, it confirmed much of the work that had already gone into designing and 
building the Marketplace systems. 

It also meant even more work for those responsible for gaining regulatory approval of the Marketplace 
before it goes live in March 2014. 
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“It’s a good order,” said Richard Dillon, director of Market Design for SPP and one of the Marketplace’s 
chief market architects. “For the most part, FERC’s points were about adding processes. (FERC) validated 
our proposed design.” 

The FERC order required SPP make a compliance filing within 90 days to address certain items. That 
filing is due January 16, but SPP has requested a 30-day extension to February 13. The extension does 
not allow for extra time to complete the filing, but it would ensure the Board of Directors and Markets 
and Operations Policy Committee would not have to re-schedule their January meetings to vote on the 
filing. 

SPP has also requested a rehearing from FERC on some Marketplace items. Dillon said the compliance-
filing work will proceed in the meantime as if the rehearing request had never been filed. 

“We are not changing any dates right now,” Dillon said. “We are moving forward with the timeline we 
have and with the design we have.” 

In the meantime, SPP Regulatory staff has analyzed the FERC order to determine any potential system 
impacts, what requires simple language changes, and where additional work may be required. The 
Market Working Group has taken a first crack at drafting the compliance filing, but the Operating 
Reliability Working Group and Regional Tariff Working Group will also review the compliance language 
as it winds its way through SPP’s normal stakeholder process. 

Any changes to the Marketplace design will be handled through Marketplace Compliance Revision 
Requests (MCRRs). 

Marketplace participants wrapping up MCST testing 

Integrated Marketplace participants conclude a month of structured and unstructured testing 
November 30 on the Model Change Submission Tool (MCST), which goes into Marketplace Production 
Jan. 7, 2013. Participants have been running SPP-supplied test scripts and their own unstructured tests, 
then discussing progress during weekly status conference calls. 

http://www.ferc.gov/whats-new/comm-meet/2012/101812/E-4.pdf


The MCST is a web-based tool that will allow Marketplace participants to submit market- and reliability-
related model changes for their systems. The MCST will be used for all model changes made for 
Marketplace – replacing the use of registration packets for Marketplace – and provides built-in 
notifications to the participants, Customer Relations, and Model Coordination teams. All Market 
Participants (MPs) with assets and Transmission Owners will need access to, and know how to use, the 
MCST by January. 

SPP staff identified 50 MPs and TOs to train and test on the MCST in the Integrated Marketplace. Several 
of the MPs and TOs have finished the structured testing as scheduled and proceeded on to unscripted 
testing. The Registration workstream has been encouraging other participants to get up to speed on the 
MCST as well. 

“We’ve had a couple of reported issues and defects, but nothing major,” said SPP’s Ginny Watson, the 
Registration workstream’s project manager. “Those who have been engaged in the testing are right on 
target, and will be ready to use the MCST when we go live in January.” 

Once the MCST goes live, it will be the only mechanism to make reliability and commercial model 
changes for Marketplace. For participants’ convenience, SPP modelers will extract Energy Imbalance 
Service (EIS) model changes from the MCST as well. Those EIS changes will need to be confirmed by the 
participant before progressing through the EIS model-promotion process. Participants are welcome to 
continue to submit registration packets for the EIS changes, if they so choose. 

Financial-only Marketplace participants, who will not use the MCST, are not involved in the testing. 

Further details are included in the Registration Member Impacting Project Overview, currently in version 
3.5 and located in the team’s project folder. 

SPP puts on Marketplace education forum for footprint’s regulatory staff 

SPP hosted an Integrated Marketplace education forum for member and commission regulatory staff 
November 7, attracting nearly two dozen attendees. 

The session was designed to highlight the major Marketplace areas state regulators in SPP’s footprint 
would be involved with. SPP staff and members delivered presentations on SPP rate schedules, virtual 
markets, Marketplace settlements, SPP’s Market Monitoring Unit, and, of course, the Integrated 
Marketplace itself. 

“It was a very valuable training program for people new to the SPP process,” said Lera Shemwell, deputy 
general counsel for the Missouri Public Service Commission. “It was well worth the time and travel.” 

The forum drew staff from seven commissions and review boards – Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas – and one commissioner: Arkansas’ Olan Reeves. 

The Integrated Marketplace 
Protocols have been updated 
to version 12.1 and posted 

The Marketplace’s Program 
Milestone Report has been 
updated and posted on 

More information is available 
through the following resources: 

 Integrated Marketplace on 
SPP.org 
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online. SPP.org.  Marketplace Workstream 
Directory (PDF) 

 Integrated Marketplace 
Readiness Center 

 SPP Customer Relations 
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